
 
Thai Physicians Association of America with Harvard School of Public Health are building a lasting legacy 

to benefit generations of health professionals from Thailand, in honor of the late  
King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Prince Mahidol of Songkla, established in December 2017 

“Thai Scholars Fellowship Fund at Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health” 
 

 
And we are celebrating the first year of its existence on August 22 - 26, 2018 in Boston 

 
In September/October 2016, Dr. Joseph Brain of the HSPH proposed to president of King of Thailand 
Birthplace Foundation (Mrs. Cholthanee Koerojna) that there should be an endowment fund in honor of 
Prince Mahidol and the late King Bhumibol to sponsor the higher education of Thai health professionals at 
the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health that will help them lead effective public health and medical 
initiatives in Thailand. We seek to emulate both Prince Mahidol and his son the late King. Both sought the 
best training and strategies globally but focused their energies on improving the health and welfare of the 
citizens of Thailand. His Royal highness Prince Mahidol of Songkla is one of the HSPH and Harvard Medical 
School’s most famous graduates and earliest international students. In his own words, “True success is not 
in learning, but in its application to the benefit of mankind” 
 
TPAA was informed about the concept of the new Fund. Drs. Siriporn Kulkamthorn and Prem Chantra (then 
President and Vice President/Secretary respectively) realized that the purposes of the project perfectly 
matched TPAA’s mission. TPAA board agreed to collaborate with Dr. Brain and KTBF to create the Thai 
Scholars Fellowship Fund at Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health. Harvard University established the 
Fund on December 5th of 2017 (King Rama IX birthdate). It was signed off on December 7th, 2017. 
TPAA began a fundraising campaign on December 9th, at the All-Chapter Meeting while cruising from Los 
Angles to the Mexican Riviera (94 participants). By February we have raised $104,000 from our extremely 
generous members who share the pride of being a part of this noble and prestigious cause and want to pay 
it forward to next Thai generations. The final goal is to raise $1,500,000 as a permanent endowment. We 
still have a long road ahead before we completely fulfill this philanthropic legacy but it can be done 
because we love our motherland. It is an honor to be given this opportunity to give back and to help. 

In May 2018, TPAA Board of Directors were informed by Dr. Usah Lilavivat to consider joining force with 
this Fund to hold annual conventions and/or all chapter meetings in collaboration with HSPH and Harvard 
Medical School, just the same as the symposiums being held at the commemorating events in August of 
2016 and 2018. Dr. Usah co-chaired and coordinated the symposiums. This is a rare offering that gives 
TPAA the opportunity to associate with the world’s most prestigious institution, for the long-term benefits 
of our members as well as professionals from Thailand. Please help support and sustain this effort. Thank 
You. 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 


